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Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Reclamation and recycling of mercury from used mercury- containing
products and treatment of byproduct mercury from gold mining is vital to the continued, though declining, use
of this metal. Mercury is reclaimed from mercury-containing waste by treatment in multistep high-temperature
retorts-the mercury is volatized and then condensed for purification and sale. Some mercury-containing waste,
however, may be landfilled, and landfilled material represents loss of a recyclable resource and a threat to the
environment. Related issues include mercury disposal and waste management, toxicity and human health, and
regulation of mercury releases in the environment. End-users of mercury-containing products may face fines
and prosecution if these products are improperly recycled or not recycled. Local and State environmental
regulations require adherence to the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act and the Comprehensive
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act to regulate generation, treatment, and disposal of
mercury-containing products. In the United States, several large companies and a number of smaller
companies collect these products from a variety of sources and then reclaim and recycle the mercury. Because
mercury has not been mined as a principal product in the United States since 1992, mercury reclamation from
fabricated products has become the main source of mercury. Principal product mercury and byproduct
mercury from mining operations are considered to be primary materials. Mercury may also be obtained as a
byproduct from domestic or foreign gold-processing operations. In the early 1990s, U.S. manufacturers used an
annual average that ranged from 500 to 600 metric tons of recycled and imported mercury for fabrication of
automobile convenience switches, dental amalgam, fluorescent lamps, medical uses and thermometers, and
thermostats. The amount now used for fabrication is estimated to be 200...
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