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by how the myth of the Western hero came into being, The
Virginian is the book to read. Published in 1902, it became hugely
popular for decades and inspired movies (a version with Gary
Cooper in 1929) and a long-running TV series (1962-1971). A
modern reader could easily guess the storyline without reading
a synopsis - the classic elements are all there: tall, dark,
handsome cowboy hero; pretty schoolmarm from back East; the
villain who must finally face justice at the end of a gun. Few
historical novels are dedicated to American presidents, however,
and another whole dimension of the novel opens up with the
name appearing on the dedication page -- Theodore Roosevelt,
a college friend of the authors. What Wister does, besides telling
a story of adventure and romance, is portray a particular kind
of heroic figure, a natural man whose integrity is untainted by
the corrupt (though civilized) values of the East. The book is a
deliberate and often worshipful character study for the age of
Teddy Roosevelt-style masculinity. The young Virginian...
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R eviews

Absolutely essential read publication. it absolutely was writtern very completely and valuable. It is extremely di?icult to
leave it before concluding, once you begin to read the book.
-- Sa r a i Lebsa ck     

Thorough guide for book enthusiasts. I am quite late in start reading this one, but better then never. Your lifestyle span
will be transform when you total reading this article book.
-- Lindsey La r son   
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