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Executive Summary Americans rely on their drinking water and wastewater utilities to provide Background
clean and safe water for a variety of uses and to protect public health and the environment. Regulated under
the Safe Drinking Water Act and the Clean Water Act, respectively, community drinking water systems and
wastewater collection and treatment facilities are critical elements in the nations infrastructure. Local drinking
water and wastewater utilities, supported primarily through user charges, have invested billions of dollars over
the past century in the facilities that supply the nations drinking water and treat its wastewater. In many
instances, local communities have received financial assistance from federal and state programs. However,
even with maintenance and repair activities, infrastructure deteriorates over time and eventually needs
replacement and the estimated needs for upgrading existing facilities and building new ones are very large, up
to 1 trillion. In response to growing concerns about the condition of the existing water infrastructure and calls
for increased financial assistance, the Congress is considering a number of infrastructure-related proposals. At
the local level, community leaders are faced with increasing demands for funding all types of infrastructure
and services and must find new ways to control costs or build public support for necessary expenditures. Water
utility associations, including the Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies, the Association of
Metropolitan Water Agencies, the American Water Works Association, and the Water Environment Federation,
have established operating principles and guidance for managing utilities assets and planning for future
capital needs. In addition, public-private partnerships offer one approach to increasing utilities operational
efficiency. According to GAOs survey, the amount of funds obtained from user Results in Brief charges and. . .
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